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the excellent actors whom fortune had offered him, in a style
corresponding to their talents and capacities; being under the
necessity, before all other things, of discharging his debt to so
generous a friend as Wilhelm had proved himself to be.
"I cannot describe," said he to Wilhelm, "the friendliness
which you have shown, in helping me forward to the manage-
ment of a theatre. When I found you here, I was in a very
curious predicament. You recollect how strongly I displayed to
you, on our first acquaintance, my aversion to the stage; and yet
on being married, I was forced to look about for a place in some
theatre, out of love to my wife, who promised to herself much joy
and great applause, if so engaged. I could find none, at least
no constant one; but in return I luckily fell in with some com-
mercial men, who, in extraordinary cases, were enabled to em-
ploy a person that could handle his pen, that understood French,
and was not without a little skill in ciphering. I managed pretty
well in this way, for a time; I was tolerably paid; got about me
many things which I had need of, and did not feel ashamed of
my work. But these commissions of my patrons came to an end ;
they could afford me no permanent establishment: and ever since,
my wife has continued urging me still more to go upon the stage
again; though, at present, alas, her own situation is none of the
favourablest for exhibiting herself, with honour, in the eyes of the
public. But now, I hope, the establishment, which by your kind
help I have the means of setting up, will prove a good beginning
for 'me and mine; you I shall thank for all my future happiness,
let matters ton out as they will."
Wilhelm listened to him with contentment: the whole fra-
ternity of players were likewise moderately satisfied with the
declarations of the new manager; they secretly rejoiced that an
offer of employment had occurred so soon; and were disposed to
put up, at first, with a smaller salary; the rather, that most of
them regarded the present one, so unexpectedly placed within
their reach, as a kind of supplement, on which a short while ago
they could not count. Melina made hasij-e to profit by this favour-
able temper; he endeavoured in a sly way to get a little talk
with each in private; and ere long had, by various methods, so
cockered them all, that they did not hesitate to strike a bargain
with him, without loss of time; scarcely thinking of this new
engagement, or reckoning themselves secure at worst of getting
free again after six weeks' warning*

